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Nordic, Balkan, and Russian. The Romance area includes
France, Italy, and Spain, and the Nordic area Britain, Scandi-
navia, Germany, and parts of Eastern and Central Europe.
The British ballads have some points of contact with the
German, but they are most closely related to the Scandinavian;
and, of the ballads outside the Nordic area, they have most in
common with the French.
Our cultural relationship with France is well known:
throughout the Middle Ages there was a continual traffic of
literary ideas and techniques from France to England. As we
have seen, the carole came from France in the twelfth century,
and so did the more sophisticated lyric of the trouv£res and
the Romances. Chaucer's art, too, is based to a great extent
on the French tradition. There was a similar movement from
France to Scandinavia. The carole was followed by a great
many translations of Romances made from Old French into
Old Norse from the thirteenth century onwards. As well as
learned literature, a good deal of folksong seems to have
travelled from France to Britain and Scandinavia. (Possibly
a certain amount travelled from these two countries back to
France.) There was also direct contact between British and
Scandinavian  balladry,  though  not  between  their  written
poetry. It is not always certain which of the two was the
starting point of a given ballad, though in most cases, Scandi-
navia is the more likely. Mr. Alexander Keith has described
the circumstances of the mutual borrowing between Britain
and Scandinavia. "From very early times there was much
political intercourse between Scotland and Denmark. From
the sixteenth century onwards a second line of communication,
in trade, was established; England also opened diplomatic
and commercial relations with the North. ... From the middle
of the seventeenth century the business intercourse between
the north-east of Scotland and Norway became so intimate
that in Bergen a regular colony of Aberdeenshire people
was founded. ... Of all British ballads, those of Aberdeenshire
are most  reminiscent  of Scandinavian versions."23  Ballad
themes, like other forms of folklore, and like popular heresies,
appear to have moved along the trade routes of Europe.

